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Instructions 

Carefully read all the questions before you start writing. 

Answer ALL the questions 

Write neatly and legibly 

1. Find the best alternative A, B, C or D to complete these 

sentences. (3) 

 1.1 A procession of camels travelling together is known as a ______. 

   A gang 

   B camel herd 

   C camel crew 

   D camel caravan 

 1.2 A place of worship is known as a _____________. 

   A shrine 

   B kaaba 

   C empire 

   D pilgrimage 

 



 1.3 The big desert in the Northern part of Africa is __________. 

   A Nile 

   B Sahara 

   C Niger 

   D Cairo 

2. Give three reasons why people use camels to travel across a   

desert.   (3) 

 2.1 _____________________________________________________________ 

 2.2 _____________________________________________________________ 

 2.3 _____________________________________________________________ 

3. Use the map below to assist you in answer the following questions. 

 

Source 1: Platinum Grade 7 Social Sciences Learner's Book, page 119 



 3.1 On which part of Africa is Timbuktu? (1) 

   __________________________________________________________ 

 3.2 Name the nearest ocean to Timbuktu. (1) 

   __________________________________________________________ 

 3.3 Salt was mined in a small city called ___________________. (1) 

4. Briefly explain the four sources of information that helps a 

historian to have knowledge about how people lived long ago. (8) 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

5. Briefly explain why the pilgrimage to Mecca was such an important 

event to Mansa Musa. (4) 

 ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

  



6. Look at the following information and then answer the following 

questions. 

  

 6.1 What does source B tell us about Timbuktu? (2) 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

6.2 Explain in brief about 10 lines) why Timbuktu became a very 

famous country during its golden age. (5) 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

  



Source 3: Platinum Grade 7 Social 

Sciences Learner's Book, page 117 

7. Write a paragraph explaining what it means to Timbuktu to have 

been declared a World Heritage site. (6) 

 

Source 2: Platinum Grade 7 Social Sciences Learner's Book, page 107 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Circle the correct answer for the following statement. (1) 

 a. “I am son of the road”, means _______________.  

  i. Leo Africunus was a road constructor. 

  ii. Leo Africunus was always exploring                             

around the world. 

  iii. Leo Africunus invented tar.  

                         

 

  



9. Study the sources below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

Source 4: Solutions for all Grade 7 Social Sciences Learner's Book, page 30-31 

9.1 Justify the author’s belief that the journey to Timbuktu was a 

very difficult one. (1) 

 ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

  



9.2 Why did the guides travel during the night and mornings? (2) 

 ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

93 Describe how Leo Africanus found Timbuktu to be when he 

arrived. (4) 

 ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

9.4 What was in short supply? (1) 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 9.5 What was the name of the famous University in Timbuktu?  (1) 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 9.6 Who brought Timbuktu’s greatness to an end and what did 

they do to the city? (2) 

 ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 9.7 Justify the important role played by former president Thabo 

Mbeki in Timbuktu. (4) 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  
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